SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 


SHOWERS 
High: 54 
Low: 38 
40%chance 
ofrain 


‘Monday: Showers,63/50 
Tuesday: PM Rain, 67/56 
Weds: T-storms, 64/57 


‘Details onthe back of Metro. 


<æ The Atlanta 


Price maybe higher outside metro Atlanta | $3.00 


Journal-Constitution 


Credible. Compelling. Complete. 
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BRAVES SEND 
KEMP BACK TO 
DODGERS IN 
5-PLAYER DEAL 


FROM OUR ARCHIVE, C4 


PAGE FROM 
THE PAST: 
BULLDOGS WIN 
SECIN 2005 


METRO, B1 


OPIOID 
CRISIS 


No arrests in deaths, 
overdoses from pills 


PERSONAL JOURNEYS, E1 


ONCE A VICTIM, 
A REFUGEE 
BECOMES A 
PROTECTOR 


NUCLEAR ENERGY 


Vogtle saga shows Ga. Power’s clout 


PSC to vote Thursday 
on whether to allow 
project to continue. 


By Alan Judd 
ajudd@aje.com 


What Georgia Power sold to 
state legislators wasn’t just a deal. 
It was the future. 

Clean, renewable nuclear 
energy. No climate-changing 


hydrocarbon emissions. No wor- 
ries about volatility in the global 
supply of natural gas. 
Alllawmakers had to do, accord- 
ing to the state’s largest and most 
influential utility, was approve 
a new way to finance construc- 
tion of two new nuclear reactors 
at Plant Vogtle outside Augusta. 
Georgia Power would assess its cus- 
tomers as the project was being 
built, rather than after it was com- 
pleted and generating electricity. 


Pay now, the company’s lobbyists 
argued, not later. In short order, 
the General Assembly agreed. 

Eight years and billions of dol- 
lars later, however, the future still 
has not arrived. 

In fact, the Vogtle expansion 
is in jeopardy. It faces a pivotal 
moment Thursday, when the state 
Public Service Commission will 
vote on whether to allow the proj- 
ect to proceed. The PSC might 
impose conditions that would 
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Read our past coverage of cost 
overruns at Plant Vogtle at 
myAJC.com/plantvogtle. 


cause Georgia Power and its part- 
ners to abandon the expansion. 
Or it could simply let construc- 
tion continue with no new restric- 
tions, billions of dollars over bud- 
get and years past schedule. And 


consumers would continue pay- 
ing, on top of the nearly $2.4 bil- 
lion they’ve already sunk into 
the project. 

How the Vogtle expansion got to 
this point underscores the influ- 
ence Georgia Power has held over 
governors, lawmakers and reg- 
ulators, year after year, decade 
after decade, well into the com- 
pany’s second century. 


Vogtle continued on A7 


GOVERNMENT SPENDING 


Police pay increase 
sparks salary fight 
Ta Sey = Vg F 


Gov. Nathan Deal, shown last year with a law enforcement backdrop, announces he wants a 20 percent 


pay hike for state officers, a move that has a domino effect with other departments. B08 ANDRES. 


Local cops say they deserve raise similar to state officers. 


ByGregBluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 
andChristian Boone 
cboone@ajc.com 


A year ago, Gov. Nathan Deal 
stood before an imposing phalanx 
ofsteely eyed police officers and 
announced his major policy ini- 
tiative for the year — a proposal 
to raise state law enforcement 
pay by 20 percent. 

What seemed so uncontrover- 
sial at the time has ballooned into 
a broader debate that has riven 
the law enforcement community, 
shaken up the race for governor 
and set off a clash over the worth 
of police officers. 

Among county and city law 
enforcement officials, Deal’s pay 
hike for state troopers touched 
a nerve. Local cops — who make 


EE 
HOW MUCH DO THEY EARN? 
Here are the annual starting 
salaries for some Georgia law 
enforcement jobs: 


Ga. State Patrol: $35,741 
Average for deputiesin Ga.: 
$29,000 

Average forjailersin Ga: 
$25,300 

Atlanta Police Department: 
(approx.): $40,000 

Putnam deputies: $29,291 
Columbus officers: $40,000 
McDonough officers: $42,980 


the vast majority of arrests in 
the state and account for most 
of those killed in the line of duty 
— argue they deserve a similar 
raise. And they want the state 
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Read more on crime and public 
safety, including breakingnews, 
trial coverage, trends andthe 
latest on unsolved cases at 
www.myAJC.com/crime/ 


to foot the bill. 

“The public wants to pay us,” 
said Putnam County Sheriff How- 
ard Sills. “It’s the government offi- 
cials who can’t get it together.” 

Gubernatorial candidates from 
both parties have explored hiking 
salaries of local police. A task force 
convened by Lt. Gov. Casey Cagle 
in May suggested increasing the 
existing premium tax by 1 percent 
on auto insurance policies plus 


Police pay continued on A17 


HEALTH CARE 


Congress fails to act 
despite bipartisan 
support for program. 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamarhallerman@aje.com 
and Ariel Hart 
ahart@ajc.com 


WASHINGTON — Rampant uncer- 
tainty over when — or whether 
— Washington will fund several 
health care programs of major 
importance to Georgia is sow- 
ing confusion at hospitals, and 
children’s and rural health care 
facilities across the state. 

Nearly three months after Con- 
gress let the broadly popular 
health care programs expire, 
Republican leaders do not appear 
much closer to a deal with Dem- 
ocrats, whose votes they need 
to advance any bill through the 
Senate. 

The Washington fracas, playing 
out just days before lawmakers 
are scheduled to depart for the 


With no deal on 
children’s health 
plan, state scrambles 


year, is leaving Georgia health 
care providers to the poor scram- 
bling over whether they will have 
enough money to cover critical 
expenses in the new year. 

“Tve never seen anything like 
this,” said Dr. Ninfa Saunders, who 
oversees hospitals and clinics in 
Macon and other parts of Middle 
Georgia as the CEO of Navicent 
Health. Saunders is used to high- 
wire acts over government fund- 
ing, but not so many programs at 
one time. And she did not expect 
this one to keep playing out so 
extraordinarily long. 

“Inever did. Never, never did,” 
she said. “Ireally thought when 
you look at the vulnerable pop- 
ulations, the children, I really 
thought this would pivot quicker. 

“Lalways thought, I know how 
to navigate this. When you start 
dodging too many bullets, one of 
them is going to hit you and be 
fatal. You just don’t know which 
one it’s going to be.” 


Children continued on A7 


Little Ones 
learning center 
cook Josefa 
Martinezkisses 
her son. “For 
me, for my 
family, it’s been 
important” to 
have PeachCare. 
“If you don't have 
any insurance, 
youdon't goto 
the doctor.” 
ALYSSA POINTER/ AIC 


NATION & WORLD, A4 
Trumpdefends tax plan, 
says economy will ‘rock’ 
The legislation, which the GOP 
aims to muscle through Con- 


gress this week, would lower 
taxes on therichest Americans. 
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ITEMS AND PRICES GOOD THROUGH 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2017 


WITHCARD 
Kroger 
Spiral Sliced Ham 


Honey or Br 
Bone 


WHEN YOU BUY 4 
FINAL COST 


WITH CARD 


Coca-Cola, Pepsi or 7UP 


than 4 will be $4.99 each. 


Select Varieties, 12-Pack, 12 f oz oper 
$ Cans or 8-Pack, 12 fl oz Bottles 5 Ib California 
When you buy 4 or more in the same Clementines 
transaction with Card. Quantities less a 


WITH CARD 


